Anderson Inland Lake District PO Box 441, Suring, WI 54174 j '

Fish Population and Habitat Committee
Committee Chair Andy Gulczynski Report
7 June 2025

Activities and Results:
e Following noted and posted on FB by committee chair:

| have no new updates for the fish and habitat.

We were up the last few days and on Sunday we saw 3 dead (or dying) fish just in front
of our place. 2 crappies and one walleye.

The attached picture shows one of the crappies and it has some weird moss on it. Both
crappies were between 9" and 11". The first one was already dead, but fresh and the
second one was still alive, but not for long.

I'm going to send the picture off to Tammie at the DNR's office to get her thoughts. I'll let
you know what | find out.

| also wanted to ask if anyone else has seen any dead fish lately?

| will not be able to attend this Saturday's meeting, due to a previous outing.

e Above information transmitted to Tammie Paoli at WDNR local office with the
following feedback:

| am suspecting that this is columnaris. Each year, | get inquiries around the first week of
June from area lakes. Hopefully this doesn’t turn into a more widespread die-off as the days
go on. Keep me posted if you hear/see of more fish dead or dying.

When water temps reach 65 to 70F, and rain events cause organic material to run into natural
waterbodies, the conditions are excellent for the naturally-occurring columnaris bacteria
(Flavobacterium columnare) to thrive and multiply. Combine this with increases in spawning
hormones (or other stress) which suppress the fishes' immune system, and you have the
ideal recipe for a columnaris outbreak. The most commonly affected fish in Wisconsin are
bluegills, crappies, yellow perch and bullheads. Often fish have characteristic yellow
necrotic areas on the gills, eroded gill filaments, and sloughing skin. The bacteria are so
aggressive they can also erode the maxillae and mandible. The time from infection to death
can be very short (24 hours) depending on the amount of bacteria in the water and level of
stress the fish experiences. The fish die from osmoregulatory imbalance, meaning that
electrolytes leak out of the eroded/necrotic areas.

Vermont has a useful factsheet on columnaris.

https:/ /www.vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/files/documents/Fish/FishHealth/C
olumnaris.pdf

Tammie
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Committee Financials:
¢ Nothing to report
Educational / Promotional Input / Requests:

e Already posted on Facebook
e Please post on web site
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